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Like any pilece eof writing, this celumn has always left the control
of the writer the moment it was turned over to an editor. Perhaps
that is as it should be, editors being responsible for putting to-
gether a number of unrelated items and making of them an assthetic
whole, but for the reader it eftem results in confusion. . 4n editer
'is never an expert on all ef the subjects which appear in his pub-
_ 1lication. Hsw then can he knsw what te cut out and what to include?
"He can't and doesn't. What he does is select what HE thinks most '
impsrtant and chop out the rest. The same applies to illustrative
material. The editor has the power te chooss whatever he likes and
surround a writer's prose with it, be it appropriate or net. This
columnist has often winced at the misconceptions and distertions
of meaning and intention perpetrated by his editers, and, after
. one bummer toe many, he has decided to control the material com-
. pletely or not to publish it at all. } ‘
' COMIX WORLD began shortly after the first phase of underground
comix.. It was hamed by Richard Kyle who ran the material in his
GRAPHIC STORY WORLD. Intendesd as an information service open to
artists, fans, publishers, and anyone elses interested in the comix,
it has Tun in numereus undergrsund papers for over three years.
 Contained in the columns is a running history of every facet of
underground cemix. There are photegraphs of most of the artists,
sketehes of their lives, and blbllographies and reviews of thelr
‘books. When I started COMIX WORLD, no one was reviewlng the ugs

at all, and most fanzines were lacking in information sbout this
. new movement in American graphic art. I made it a peint to talk

to all of the artists willing to talk te me., The reactions were
interesting. Some artists put me on, others put me down, but a
larger number saw a need for what I was doing and gave me thelr
cooperation. : , : : : :
’ Befere COMIX WOELD, there was no way for the readers and
potential artists of ugs to know where things stood in the in-
~dustry. Those in the local gesslp circult knew which books were

in the works, which were open te submissions, which clesed, etc.,
but anyone outside the Bay Area had no way of knowing what was

up. Well, some artists want the ugs to be a clssed trip, but

that is not the way I understoed the initial conceptiens. For

me, ZAP opened up the medium again, freed cartooning from eastern
contrel; 1t meant, in esseﬁca,tba% any artist might get some
bristel and ink and work sut a story with the knowledge that it

had a good chance of being included in an undergreund cemic.
' COMIX WORLD began at a time when the industry was pre-
ductive and optimistic. The artists were all working and the
morale was high. A lat of new books were coming out every menth,
~ and many more were in the planning stage. That 1s not what is
happening right now in mid-Fall 1973. What is happening is
econemic depression and the morale 1s at its lowest. Few books
are coming out. Print runs are small. Cempanies like KRUPP
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COMIC WOEKS 1m Milwaukae and COMPANY & SONS in San Franclses
have ceased ts publish. The enly twe uﬁderg?@uﬁﬁ publivha;s
whoe remaln selvenit at this time are THE PRINT MINT in Berkeley
and LAST-CGASP ECO-FUNNIES 1a San Franciscs and both are behind
in thelr publishing schedulss. Nelther are %taking on any new
boaks. Mast of the establishzsd underground nartoonlstg have
completed books waltinz te go te press, and eme publisher told
me quite frankly: "It's sver for the peripheral artists.®

Why? Well, tna campanles were hurt by the Suprsme Court
Decisien on Obscenity. Net dlvebtlya but 1ﬁdi?ectly. Numerous
small stores qrauﬁd the country slmply decided to step C&TT]i”W
the sex-srisnted Lﬁdergrauras rather than take the chance th
they wauld be busted under the new ruling., This meant that i:ﬁ
- PRINT MINT got returansd 7£Po instead ef checks. The eperating

funds cut deown, publlcatlon schedules had te be revised, and soma

books were pesipoensd, others, like SPACED OUT 2 and YELLOW BOG,

cancelled. Ne doubt many artists' royaltiles were effected w1th

a resultant lewering ef their morale.
4dd a shertage of newsprint and lmereased printing c@sts
and you may begin te s=2e where the problem hecomes serleus
S pvVer or undergr@umd, the comlics depend upen regularity amd con-
tinuity. This 1s why publishers 1lks Roa Turner have feuzht te
malntaln titles 1like SKULL and SLOW DEATH FUNNIES. = Bach issue
builds an anticipation for the next. Fans go in a cenmle book
store ard ask: "Is the new SPIDERMAN out?" but they ask: "Is
there going te be a YOUNG LUST 4?7 because there is no guarantes
~that an underground title that appears once will ever ap
again, The evergreunds have tullt up a confident readerst

e
in thelr 35 year history. Bargly five years old, the undergreund

have yet to come cless. ZAP fans had to wait tWﬂ Vears be:weeﬁ
five and six.

What's going on right new in spite of the deprs ssion?
PRINT MINT has feur ceming out this menth., Justin Green's
SﬂM&WDTJ& QMJNMMH%OC@MCBmKh MANHUNT, and one
I haven't f@und put about yet. Turner h&a schmdulnd four:
Lee Marrs' ADVENTURES OF PUDGE, Charles Dallas' PSYCHOTIC
ADVENTURES 2, Jeha Thompsen's ET“RN%L TALES 2, and a book
called OBGANIC winlch he will distribute for F@ct Tellez
and Larry Tedd, Others on his fall schsadule inﬁluds Barney
Steel's ARMAGEDDON 3, Richard Csrbsn's GRIM WIT 2 (ecoler),
Vaugha Bede's CHEECH WIZQBD/qu¢ZOPﬁBEHiﬁ and a book ca71ﬁd
snapper to be distributed for Creg Miller. At the San Diegs
Con in August, Mike Msore saild that Les Angeles Comlc Baok
Company was publishing L. A. COMICS 2 and WEIRD FANTASIES 2,
“but it's Octeber and ne books. The Rip-0ff Press has two -
reprint books out this menth: THE BEST OF WONDER WART-HOG #1
by Shelten, and JESUS COMICS JB by Foolbert Sturngn. FREAK
BROTHERS 2 has been reprinted aleng with FREAKS #1 en pink
stock. #3 is promised for this Fall. Jeyce Sutton and Chin
Lively have finlshed the art fer TITS 'N' CLITS 2 se Nannygeat
Preductions may have a new on@ out in Nevember.

. My advice te you mew artlsts 1is hang on ts your stufi,
Coming to the Bay Area and making the rounds this Fall would -
just bum you eut, bascause msbhbedy lg taklng on any nrew beoks
and there s no front money to be feund. As sson as I get any

- new infe, I'll pass it on ts yeu. v :
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